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Kaylee Wageman
Kaylee Wageman was an office 
clerk rotating among various 
KPUD departments, including 
water-wastewater, accounting and 
customer service.

Kaylee was born and raised in 
Goldendale and graduated this year 
from Goldendale High School. She 
will attend Ohio State University in 
Columbus, Ohio, this fall. She plans 
to major in criminal justice and 
political science working toward a 
career as a criminal attorney and 
eventually president of the United 
States. 

Kaylee learned how the different 
departments operate and explored 
various career opportunities. She 
says she learned how to succeed in 
an office environment, which will be 
valuable in the future, and learned 
how customer-driven and focused 
KPUD is, specifically with the vari-
ety of programs available to support 
customers.

LoReisa Crafts
LoReisa Crafts is an engineering 
intern through Energy Northwest 
in the Public Power Internship 
Program. This program is a 
partnership among several different 
utilities and pairs college students 
who are interested in the public 
power industries with utilities 
throughout the Pacific Northwest.

LoReisa is originally from 
Starbuck, Washington, but moved 
to Spokane at a young age and has 
lived there most of her life. LoReisa 
is entering her senior year at Eastern 
Washington University in Cheney, 
where she is majoring in electri-
cal engineering with a focus on 
power and minoring in technical 
communications.

During her internship, LoReisa 
benefited from valuable networking 
opportunities and met new people. 
Additionally, she gained a hands-on 
understanding of how substations 
and transformers operate. 

She learned a lot this summer, 
including AUTOCAD and identify-
ing materials at substations. LoReisa 
says she  is grateful to apply what 
she is learning in the classroom to 
practical use at KPUD.

Austin Fink
Austin Fink worked out of the 
Goldendale warehouse with the 
mechanics and warehousemen for 
KPUD this summer.

Austin lives in Klickitat and is 
going into his junior year at Klickitat 
High School. He found out about 
this internship from a poster hung 
in the school. He is undecided on 
his career plans, but his short list 
includes work in a technical field or 
as a physical therapist. 

Austin developed valuable rela-
tionships at KPUD to open new 
doors for future opportunities and 
careers. He gained as much knowl-
edge as he could about how the 
KPUD operates and works within 
the communities in the county. He 
says he is excited to continue learn-
ing how the renewable natural gas 
system works.

Summer Interns 
Blossom
Meet the interns who took root and grew 
this summer, helping Klickitat PUD while 
gaining valuable experience
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Payton Sheridan
Payton Sheridan was one of three 
office clerks rotating among 
departments this summer. She 
spent time with customer service, 
accounting and operations. 

Payton grew up in Chehalis 
but moved to Goldendale in third 
grade. She recently graduated from 
Goldendale High School. Payton 
plans to attend Lane Community 
College in Eugene, Oregon, and 
major in physical therapy. She will 
play on the LCC women’s basketball 
team. 

Payton found out about the 
KPUD internship from her school 
guidance counselor, Mary Lee, 
who is an advocate for jobs and 
scholarships. 

Through this internship, Payton 
strengthened her communications 
skills and gained a better under-
standing of how to work in an office 
environment. 

She says she has learned a lot this 
summer, including the importance 
of adapting to the work environ-
ment and being accountable.

Isaac Colyar
Isaac Colyar worked as an IT 
support intern. He grew up 
in Wenatchee and moved to 
Goldendale in 2020. 

He is entering his senior year 
at the Classical Learning Resource 
Center—a Boise-based homeschool 
program. While attending high 
school, Isaac has been a full-time 
Running Start student at Yakima 
Valley Community College.

This fall, Isaac will finish the rest 
of his classes at CLRC and continue 
to take classes at YVCC part time. 
He is exploring applying to Perry 
Technical Institute in Yakima to 
study instrumentation and industrial 
automation technology.

Isaac says he gained a better 
understanding of a professional 
workplace and hands-on experience 
in IT. He is deciding what career 
field to pursue and is optimistic this 
experience will help guide him. He 
has learned how to troubleshoot 
technical issues over the phone and 
continues to learn the hardware side 
of IT.

Noah Clark
Noah Clark primarily worked as a 
chipper and ground helper, working 
throughout the county with the 
KPUD tree and line crews.

Noah was glad to experience 
working for a PUD, as well as get a 
foot in the door and build connec-
tions with possible future employ-
ers. Throughout this experience, he 
learned a lot about communication. 
In the field, it’s essential the crew has 
good communication and under-
stands where to be and not be while 
working. He says the  largest thing 
he learned is that it is important to 
always ask questions—especially if 
you are confused or curious.

Noah grew up in Goldendale and 
recently graduated from Goldendale 
High School. He spent the summer 
evaluating options for the future and 
narrowed his choices to two: enroll-
ment in the U.S. Marine Corps or 
Vocational Outside Line Training 
Academy line school in Warrenton, 
Oregon. 
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See Kaitlyn Spino’s bio and 
learn more about the KPUD 
internships on page 25.
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